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of civil resisters, and a non-violent atmosphere.  I hope that Bengal
will lead in both these matters.

Seven Months with Mahatma Gandhi9 p. 170

242.   ONE TEAKS TIME-LIMIT

I am being implored, on the one hand, not to carry out my
threat to retire to the Himalayas if we do not get swaraj by the end
of this year. On the other hand, I am asked what face I shall show
to the people if we fail to get swaraj. How great will be the
people's disappointment? Having made a promise, I shall now
realize what an error I have made.

I expect that readers of Navqjivan will not think in this man-
ner. But I know that some of them do. My promise was condi-
tional. Laying down conditions which could be easily fulfilled,
I told the people: "Fulfill these conditions and win swaraj."

But friends can argue that, when laying down conditions, a
man of practical wisdom would consider the other party's capacity
to fulfil them. This is true. It is also true that I claim to be such
a man. If I think I cannot make this ckim, I should not remain
in public life.

If, therefore, people are obliged to ask, at the end of the year,
when they would get the promised swaraj, my claim of practical
wisdom would have been disproved and I must betake myself
to the Himalayas.

However, if the people clearly realize that the only way to get
swaraj is the one I have pointed out and feel that they have cover-
ed a long distance on the road, have almost reached its end, they
will have no ground for reproaching me nor I any reason for run-
ning away to the Himalayas. We shall then almost have won swa-
raj. One who has discovered the path to liberation always obeys
the jama and niyama disciplines, who observes his chains loosening
day by day, has as good as attained liberation. He does not swerve
from his path. As the days pass, he goes from strength to strength.
He needs no guide. The man who doubts has his moorings no-
where and is doomed to perish. Though moving on the road,
he does nqt advance because he does not know where he is.

Similarly, if all the delegates who will be assembling [for the
Congress] in this month agree without much argument that the
path we have taken is the only one which can lead to swaraj, that
we already see swaraj in the distance, that we have achieved more